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Michelle Tate

From: ODFW Comments

Sent:  Monday, February 02, 2009 1:28 PM

To: Daniel Gonzalez; Nancy Breuner; Michelie Tate

Subject: FW: comment on Draft Riverside Wildlife Area Managemeant Plan

From: Mark & Peggy Armstrong [mailto:armstrong@highdesertair.com]
Sent: Saturday, January 31, 2009 8:17 PM

To: ODFW Comments

Subject: comment on Draft Riverside Wildlife Area Management Plan

| first- want to thank you for making it possible for me to comment on your draft plan for the Riverside Wildlife Area
(RWA). I am interested in the plan as | often fish the segment of the Plan area that includes the Matheur River
above Warm Springs Reservoir {(Malheur River Tract). | have enjoyed this stretch of river and very much
appreciate the fact that it is accessible to the public. | also am fully aware of the improvement in management of
the area in the past 20 plus years. | remember seeing the area as a BLM employee on a tour with the Hamey
County Grazing Advisory Board in the early 1980s. There has been dramatic improvement made since that time.
i also appreciate the fencing projects being undertaken as this will finally enable even more careful management
to continue improving the riparian and aquatic systems along that stretch.

My primary comment refates to the need for informational signing in the vicinity to interpret the management
efforts, inform the public that this is public access land, and that certain uses are aliowed while certain other uses
are not aflowed at this time. Perhaps a small kiosk or other simple, easy to maintain/update information board
would be appropriate. |realize in today’s world and in these Isolated areas, vandalism is an unfortunate fact of
fife for public agencies, however, good will and a better informed public is worth giving it a try. Perhaps some
detail in the ODFW Fishing synopsis might be considered.

I am interested in finding a place where one might be able to camp overnight with no amenities other than a tent
space, a parking space, and posted fire closure information as necessary.

Note: | was absolutely unaware no camping is aliowed there currently... am thankful | read your draft
plan recently as | had determined to make it a point to camp overnight at the end of the Shurtz Field
access road during 2008, 1 guess | will find a suitable spot on the BLM land near by. | might also note
that the description of the Upton Mountain Access Road as “good” appears to be rather “optimistic”
unless some major improvement has occurred on that route in the past year or so. A couple of years
ago, | traveled over that road to the river and would have furned around if we could have found a handy
place. We had 4 WD but were uncertain if that would be sufficient. Maybe ATV access is the way to go
on the last few miles of that route if maintenance opportunity isn't available.

I commend you for your stated goals and objectives and management strategies for this area and look forward to
following your progress in this effort.

Thanks again for allowing this public comment opportunity.

Sincerely,

Mark L. Armstrong, Retired BLM Public Affalrs Specialist

21212009



From: Anthony Scherr [mailto:a_scherr@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, February 23, 2009 11:15 AM

To: ODFW Comments

Subject: Riverside wildlife Area

My only commet is please keep the cows out!
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WHAT D0 You THiNK ABouT WiLDLIFE AREA MANAGEMENT?

| OREGON] The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife is seeking your comments

regarding management of the Riverside Wildlife Area. You can add your
r : iii _ comments to the record by completing this form and turning it in tonight,

faxing it to ODFW at 503-947-6009, or by sending an e-mail to
ODFW.comments@state.or.us. All comments will be summarized and

Fish &Wildlife}] posted fo the ODFW Web site.
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Comments o Draft Lower Deschutes Wildlife Area Management Plan

I would preface the below comments with the observation that the staff who prepared the WMA Plan
did a very good job. It is writien well and easy to read and understand.

Page 1-typo on second bullet (Tern{m}}

Page 10-paragraph 1, inconsistent use of Latin for plants.

Unless | messed it, | found no reference to sensitive plants and/or need to conduct surveys for
or protect same.

Page 14, 15, 16 (and other locations)-rather than range technicians, would suggest using range
staff as the work may be done by technicians or professional staff.

Page 15—paragraph 3—each nested frequency study also includes a series of photos taken from
each end of the transect. , o

Page 16-Grazing—while grazing in the wildlife area requifes authorization from ODFW; it also
requires authorization from BLM where Federal public lands are involved. In recent years,
involving BLM in any grazing authorizations on the east side of the river has been more of an
afterthought. Grazing on federal public lands must be applied for, approved and paid for prior
to said grazing occurring. The two agencies need to work a little more closely together on this
to prevent unauthorized use (trespass) from occurring on the federal lands. Does the 80 AUMSs
noted in the paragraph include the 82 that are on public land in the Sharp allotment?

Page 16-water use-should this paragraph mention that the water source is on BLM and ODFW is
using through an agency agreement?

Page 16-Public use- realize this is an ODFW plan for state lands, but there are a lot of public
contacts conducted by OSP, BLM and ORPD on a regular basis during boat patrols of Segment 4,
particuiarly during the higher use periods. There is absolutely no reason that information
collected by other than ODFW staff could not be shared; and if there are particular areas of
interest that BLM staff could enquire about that would be of benefit to ODFW | believe we
would be happy to help.

Page 21-Public Access-There is public access from Macks Canyon along the river trail.

Page 22-5ame as Public use above. BLM/ORPD staff is already providing education and
Interpretation on that segment of the river duﬁng patrols. The agencies should work together
to provide consistent messages. ODFW also participates in Education/interp/outreach through
the BLM interpretive program that occurs in Maupin during the summer.

Page 23—Fencing was used on the lower river to preclude livestock access and accelerate
riparian recovery. !believe that much of that fencing, particularly where occasional livestock
grazing still occurs on the east bank, was removed. So, | would submit that riparian areas in
some locations are still improving by adjusting livestock use times and levels to comply with the
Lower Deschutes River Mahagement Plan requirements.

Page 23-1 want to emphasis that any weed treatments that might occur on BLM lands within the
WMA need to be conducted under agreement and documented. Unfortunately, our federal
restrictions are quite a bit more difficult than the state’s, but we would like to work closely with



you on this resource issue where possible, 5o the treatments you apply on the state lands will
not be ineffective because of similar populations of noxious plants on adjacent BLM lands.
Page 24-Some of the potential treatments described will be difficuit to limit to state lands.
Federal regulations require us to go through many more steps than | think the state has to, s0 |
would encourage you to involve the BLM very early (2 years ahead of time) in planning if any
projects are proposed for the WMA that might involve federal lands. Implementing a project on
public land first, and begging forgiveness after someone finds out later {(which has happened in
the past), is not acceptable.

Page 26-1 do not understand how limiting motorized access will protect sites like the water
tower, There are volunteer groups out there that are willing to conduct vegetative control work
to reduce the threat of wildfire damage to these structures that the state could tap into. There
may also be a way to facliitate BLM fire crew assistance in doing the same.

Page 28-I think the BLM role was pretty minimized here. Over the last 20 years, we have
worked quite closely on projects, grazing management, vegetative monitoring. | acknowledge
that level of cooperation has fallen over the last few years due to retirements, but also believe
the two agencies should work a little harder to re-establish those working relationships.

Page 32-Not sure why composites and legumes, which are forbs, are separated out from the
forbs listing. Sand dropseed (Sporobolus cryptandrus) is a native grass also found in this area,
Finally-l don’t remember reading any reference to the Lower Deschutes Wild and Scenic River
Plan (LDRMP) in the WMA Plan (it may be there). Since the LDRMP is an EIS that was signed by
all the river management agencies, and the WMA partially falls within the boundaries of the
federally and State designated river, it seems that any work proposed within the WMA within
those boundaries would need to comply with the plan.



THE CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF THE WARM SPRINGS RESERVATION OF OREGON

Natural Resources Department
P.0. Box C, Warm Springs, Oregon 97761
Phone (541) 553-2002/2003
Fax (541) 553-1994

February 24, 2009
To Whom It May Concern:

After reviewing the Lower Deschutes Wildlife Area Management Plan our department
had a few comments and concerns. In general we are concerned with the number of
people utilizing the wildlife area. It is critical to maintain wild and scenic river standards
for an area with high human demand. Several portions of the wildlife area have high
levels of human disturbance. Campsites and frails need to be rotated and rehabilitated.
The area surrounding Kloan exhibits many signs and symptoms of human overuse.
The area is polluted with human waste. There are no bathrooms, posted regulations or
regulated camp sites. Without regulation this area is prone to invasive weeds, erosion
and compaction of soil, and further degradation of native habitat.

Much of the wildlife area is infested with weeds. This issue was addressed in the plan.
We would like to further emphasize the importance of combating this issue. The weeds
on the wildiife area have threatened the native flora and fauna. Without proper
management the issue will only continue to exponentially grow.

We are pleased with the plan’s initial attempts at more defined management of the
Lower Deschutes Wildlife Area and support further enhancement and restoration of this
unigue landscape. If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact
us. .

Sincerely,

Jamie Hurd Scott Turo
Wildlife Biologist Fish Habitat Biologist





